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SUB J : VISIT BY KEY MEMBERS OF DUTCH PARLIAMENT'S DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
REF: THE HAGUE 3487 

1. GENERAL VAN ELSEN, CHAIRMAN OF DEFENSE COMMITTEE OF SECOND 
CHAMBER OF DUTCH PARLIAMENT, INFORMED CHARGE THAT HE WILL VISIT 
US FOR SEVERAL DAYS STARTING AUGUST 4 OR 5, ACCOMPANIED BY 
LIBERAL PARTY DEPUTY PLOEG, A MEMBER OF VAN ELSEN’S COMMITTEE. 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY VAN ELSEN WAS NON-COMMITTAL ON PURPSE, AGENDA 
AND SPONSORSHIP OF HIS VISIT AND DID NOT ASK EMBASSY FOR ANY 
ASSISTANCE OR COORDINATION. HE DID NOT KNOW AT WHICH HOTEL 

HE WOULD BE STAYING IN WASHINGTON BUT SAID THAT HE MIGHT 
TELEPHONE SECRETARY MCLUCAS' OFFICE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WEEK 
(AUG 5 OR 6) IN CASE THE SECRETARY COULD SEE THEM TO TALK 
FURTHER ABOUT THE REPLACEMENT FIGHTER. VAN ELSEN WAS GIVEN 
MRS. SKIRLEY’S DEPARTMENT EXTENSION IN CASE HE NEEDED STATE 
DEPARTMENT CONTACT. 

2. COMMENT: WE SUSPECT THAT VAN ELSEN’S VISIT IS BEING 
SPONSORED BY ONE OR MORE AMERICAN COMPANIES WHICH ARE ACTIVELY 
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MIGHT INCLUDE NORTHROP AND GENERAL DYNAMICS, AS WELL PERHAPS AS 
THE MANUFACTURER OF THE LANCE MISSLE IN WISCONSIN , WHOSE 
PLANT VAN ELSEN REPORTEDLY WISHES TO VISIT ON THIS TRIP. REGARD- 
LESS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS VISIT IT IS DEFINITELY IN THE 
INTEREST OF THE USG TO ASSIST VAN ELSEN AND PLOEG BY WAY OF 
CONTACTS. BRIEFINGS AND ANYTHING ELSE WHICH WILL FACILITATE 
THEIR INTEREST IN THE NETHERLANDS PURCHASING AMERICAN HARDWARE. 
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